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Why I Feel It My Duty To Break My 


Lodge Oaths; Expose Lodge Secrets 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


A saintly old preacher in a 
Southern state wrote me, saying 
he- had heard me charged with 
breaking my lodge oaths, and 
wanted to know first-hand the 
truth. I have written him in de- 
tail and here I give to the readers 
of this paper the letter, with plain 
and strong and compelling reasons 
why, in my humble judgment, any 
sincere Christian ought not only to 
get out of the lodges, but to re- 
nounce and expose the wicked 
oaths that he was forced to take 
under false pretenses. I believe 
that to keep the oaths is a sin, 
and that it is a Christian’s busi- 
ness to use his influence to ketp 
others from committing that sin. 
I trust the reader will prayerfully 
consider the Scriptures and argu- 
ments given in the following letter 


to this dear man of God. 
* x ae 


Dear Brother B——: 

In your letter of May 11 you say, 
‘‘A man here tried to interfere with 
my distributing your literature, and 
said you were formerly a Mason 
but turned against Masonry and 
wrote the secrets of Freemasonry 
and published it in your paper. 
Now, I have been a Mason, but got 
disgusted with it and quit, but have 
never written nor told the secrets 
because of the obligation I took, 
and I told the people I did not be- 
lieve you did. I am a friend and 
admirer of you, and I know you 
are a fine Bible scholar. Please 
tell me just what you did so that 
I can know first-hand.” 

I am glad to answer your honest 


and kindly inquiry and I thank you 
for writing me about it. 


Yes, it is true that I took the 
Entered Apprentice degree as a 
Mason. And then as soon as I saw 
that to be a Mason one had to 
violate God's commands about blas- 
phemous oaths, about yoking up 
with unbelievers, and help spread 
a doctrine of salvation by works 
and character without the blood, 
I left Masonry. Then after years 
of prayer and study, I felt con- 
vinced that God would have me 
openly and publicly renounce Ma- 
sonry, and renounce and expose the 
wicked oaths that I was led to 
take. I believe that in this I am 
following the clear leading of the 
Holy Spirit and the plain command 
of the Bible. I will give you my 
reasons for publicly exposing the 
sins ‘@f the lodges. 

1, First, the oaths which I took 
weremsinful, wicked oaths that no 
C has a right to take. Je- 
sus said in Matthew 5:33-37: 


“Again ye have heard that 
it hath been said by them of old 
time, ,Thou shalt not forswear 
thyself, but shalt perform un- 
to the Lord thine oaths: 


“But I say unto you, Swear 
‘not at all; neither by heaven; 
for it.is God's throne: ~ 
“Nor by the earth: for it is 
his footstool: neither by Je- 
rusalem; for it is the city of 
the great King. 
“Neither shalt thou swear by 


thy head, because thou canst 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


Will All Converted People Be 
Taken Up When Jesus Comes? 


Scriptures Proving There Will Be No Split-Rapture, But That the Spirits 
Of Departed Saints Will All Return With Jesus; Sleeping Bodies 
Will Be Resurrected, and All Living Christians Will Be Instantly 
Changed and Caught Away Together To Meet the Lord in the Air 


By The Editor 


A Christian brother writes: “Are 
all the converted people going up 
with Jesus when He comes?” 


In answer, I can say, Yes, the 
Scripture certainly teaches that all 
converted people, all who are born 
again, will be caught up to meet 
the Lord together in the air when 
Jesus comes. There will be none 
left behind who are saved. Note 
the following proof: 


1. First Corinthians 15:51, 52 ex- 
pressly says that “We shall ALL 
be changed” at the last trump, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye. That Scripture says: 


“Behold, I shew you a 
mystery; We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, 


“In a moment, in the twin- 
kling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed.”’ 


Now this book of First Corin- 
thians as you see from chapter Il, 
verse 2, is for every Christian in 
every place. And to these saved 
people in all times and places, the 
Holy Spirit promises through the 


Word that “we shall not all sleep, 


but we shall all be changed.” Not 
every Christian will die. Many will 
be alive when Jesus comes. And 
every one, that is, every Christian 
who is alive when Jesus comes, 
will be changed in a moment and 


Christian dead shall be raised at 
the same time, 


No honest interpretation of that 
Scripture leaves any room for a 
child of God to be left behind when 
Jesus comes. 


2. The same teaching is found in 
First Thessalonians 4:16, 17, which 
says: 

“For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump 
of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: 


“Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air: and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.” 


“The dead in Christ shall rise 
first.” Not just part of the dead, 
but evidently all the dead in Christ. 
“Then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air.” Not a part 
of ‘‘we that are alive and remain,” 
but evidently all Christians who 
are alive and remain on the earth, 
will be caught up to meet Jesus 
in the air. 

That is a picture of a rapture 
of all the Christians when Jesus 
comes. The Christian dead will be 
resurrected, their glorified spirits 
will come back with Jesus and 
enter into the bodies which will be 
raised from the grave. That will 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


War Articles 

ck. 
Comin g. 
Don't Miss Series of Bible Mes- 


sages on European War; Plan To 
Begin In Next Issue of Sword: 
(1) Will America Get In? (2) 
Should Christians Go To War? 
(3) Bible Prophecies Explained 


Don’t miss coming articles on the 
world war. Next week in The 
Sword of the Lord the editor prints 
the first of a series of articles on 
the world war. God willing, we will 
deal with the following questions 
from the light of God’s Word: 


1. Is it likely that America will 
end the war? Can godless, unbe- 
lieving, drunken Socialistic, proud 
America escape the chastisement 
God is permitting other nations to 
go through? 

2. Can a Christian go to war 
and please God? What is the duty 
of America toward Europe in this 
crisis? Communistic and Atheistic 
Fascists and how they have in- 
fluenced Christians. The Bible 
commands for Christians to obey 
the government. 


3. The war in prophecy, probable 
outcome. How and why Italy may 
join England and France. Another 
League of Nations foretold, the 
Stalin-Hitler federation foretold. 
| Signs of Christ's soon coming. 

it may take more than three 
issues to finish the articles planned. 
These are the most awful days in 
the history of the world. Never 
such beastly bloodshed, such ful- 
fillment of Scriptures, such change 
in maps of the world. 

Your friends will want to read 
these timely articles. Suggest that 
they subscribe today. Does your 
own subscription need renewing? 
Look at the address on your paper 
and renew today. 

The subscription price is $1.00 
a year, three years for $2.00. Or 
if you cannot subscribe for a year, 
send 50c for six months or even 25c 
for three months, 


God's Simple 
Plan of Salvation 


BY REV. FORD PORTER 


My friend, I am asking you the 
most important question of life. 
Your joy or your sorrow for all 
ETERNITY depends upon it. The 
question is: Are you SAVED? It 
is not if you are a member of some 
church, but are you SAVED? It 
is not how good you are, but ARE 
YOU SAVED? No one can enjoy 
the blessings of God or go to Heav- 
en without being saved. Jesus said 
to Nicodemus in John 3:7: “YE 
MUST BE BORN AGAIN.” God 
gives us in His Word the ONLY 
plan of salvation. The plan is 
simple; you can be saved TODAY. 


First, my friend, you must real- 
ize YOU ARE A SINNER. 


“There is none righteous, no, 
not one” (Rom. 3:10). 


“For there is no difference: 
for ALL have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” 
(Rom, 3:22, 23). 

There is NO CHANCE to be 
saved unless you come to realize 
you are a SINNER. 

Because you are a sinner, you 
are CONDEMNED TO DIE. 

“For the wages of sin is 
death” (Romans 6:23). “Sin 
bringeth forth death’ (James 
1:15). 

This means separation from God, 
in HELL FOREVER. How terrible. 


be true about the body of every 
caught up to meet Him, and ‘the | 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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Death, Judgment, and Salvation 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


(Radio message on WKBB, 
Dubuque, Iowa, April 24, 1940. 
Stenographically reported.) 


It certainly is a privilege to be 
on this radio station with our 
Brother Masters. 


Now in Hebrews the ninth chap- 
ter, I will begin reading in the mid- 
die of verse twenty-six: 


“. .. mow once in the end 
of the world hath he appeared 
to put away sin by the sacrifice 
of himself (that is the Lord 
Jesus Christ). 


“And as it is appointed unto 
men once to die, but after this 
the judgment: 

“So Christ was once offered 
to bear the sins of many; and 
unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation’ 
(Heb, 9:26, 27, 28). 


“Appointed To Die" 


Here the Scripture says, “It is 
appointed unto man once to die.” 
People don’t like to think about 
death. As a child I can remember 
that I didn’t want to go near a 
grave yard, I didn’t want to pass 
through a cemetery. But death is 
an inevitable fact. Some people 
say, “Well, preachers talk too much 
about death. I don’t like..these 
death-bed tales in the pulpit.” 
Never mind, my friend, you will 
have one in your bedroom one of 
these days, you will have your own 
private death-bed tale, and if you 
are real bright, you will be pre- 
pared for the time to come when 


you do die. “It is appointed unto 
men once to die’’ — that is the 
plan of God. 


“It is appointed unto men once 
to die!’ Whether you like it or 
not, men die. Old men die, but, 
young men die, too. Sick people 
die, but well people die, too, many 
times just suddenly snuffed out as 
a light is blown out by a gust of 
wind. It may be in an automobile 
wreck, or in the quietness of your 
own home your heart might simply 
stop beating. Or you might lie 
down to sleep and people will find 
you dead. You don’t know how 
your time will come, but “it is ap- 
pointed unto men once to die.” 


Isn’t it strange that people do 
not like to face that simple, 
solemn, awe-inspiring fact of 
death? If a life insurance sales- 
man came and talked to you and 
showed you that according to the 
actuary’s figures you would only be 
expected to live a certain length 
of time, you would think that was 
sensible, and you would pay out 
good money on the supposition that 
within a certain number of years 
you would die. On the other hand 
a cemetery salesman comes to sell 
you a lot, and says, “It is better to 
have one and not need it than to 
need it and not have it.” So you 
buy a cemetery lot. But when a 
preacher, a man of God, brings you 
the plain statement that “It is ap- 
pointed unto men once to die,” you 
don’t like the idea of having to 
face death. But die you will! 


It is appointed unto men to die. 
Men begin to die as soon as they 
are born. You who hear me now, 
all of you will die (except those 
Christians alive when Jesus comes) 
and some of you will die this week. 
Somebody who hears me now, in a 
week’s time will be out in eternity 
whether you are ready or not 

(CONTINUED ON PAGBD 2) 


How Liberal Is God! 


By Dr. Carl Armerding 
Windsor, Ontario 


(Message given at Prayer Hour, 
Moody Bible Institute, April 2, 
1940). 


“Now unto him that is able 
to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that 
worketh in us, 

“Unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world 
without end. Amen.” 

— Ephesians 3:20, 21. 


It is particularly that twentieth 
verse that is on my heart this 
morning, for I feel there are times 
when you and I have no question 
about God’s power, no question at 
all about His wisdom, nor yet about 
His love. But sometimes it seems 
to me when we pray we seem to 
question God’s liberality. Now the 
apostle has been expressing desires 
in this prayer that they might, ac- 
cording to the riches of God’s 
glory, be strengthened, that they 
might be able to comprehend, and 
that they might know the love of 
Christ. But he can’t close this 
prayer without ascribing “unto him 
that is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or 
think.” 

Now we ask ourselves, are there 
any illustrations of this anywhere? 
Perhaps if I were to ask here this 
morning for a show of hands and 
say, “Has God ever done for you 
exceeding abundantly above that 
which you asked or thought?” and 
I dare say, at least we would have 
some response here. But when I 
turn to the Word of God, I am 
struck with this fact that all 
through the Word of God He has 


been giving evidence of this very 
fact that He is able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly. 


We look right at the threshold 
of human history in the Garden of 
Eden, and you are impressed with 
God's liberality. He didn’t put there 
just enough to keep body and soul 
together, but when Adam stepped 
into that Garden, there was every 
fruit for food, all of which makes 
his sin worse. He never pled need, 
he never pled hunger, for all 
around him there was plenty, so 
that when he reached out his hand, 
he was doing so in the face of the 
bounty of provision. I could also 
show you evidence in creation that 
He was a liberal God. 


Then when we come to the mat- 
ter of redemption and come to look 
at a paschal lamb in the twelfth 
chapter of the book of Exodus, you 
know the well-known statement. It 
is never said, “If the lamb be too 
little for the house,” but, “If the 
household be too little for the 
lamb.” God is again impressing 
upon them that there would be 
more than enough. " 


I am sure this familiar fact must 
have been impressed upon Noah 
when God gave him the dimensions 
of the ark. “But wasn’t the ark 
made large enough to accomodate 
the animals?” you say. But we al- 
ways recall the scripture in the 
New Testament, “Doth God take 
care for oxen?” Or is this verse 
concerned about you and me? I 
am therefore inclined to believe the 
great dimensions of the ark were 
to impress us again of God’s liber- 
ality in providing ways and means 
for men to be saved, 

And then we turn to the twenty- 
third Psalm, that well-known 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


PAGE TWO 


Why I Feel It My Duty To Break My 
Lodge Oaths and Expose Lodge Secrets 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
not make one hair white or 


ack. 

“But let your communication 
be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for 
whatsoever is more than these 
cometh of evil.” 

Now that passage cannot be mis- 
understood by honest hearts. Je- 
sus plainly said, “Swear not at all.” 
Every Mason must violate this 
command to become a Mason. To 
take such an oath at all is a sin. 

Again, James 5:12 says: “But 
‘above all things, my brethren, 
swear not, neither by heaven, 
neither by the earth, neither by 
any other oath: but let your yea 
be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye 
fall into condemnation.” That com- 
mand of God plainly says that we 
are not to swear at all, and that 
this is important above all things, 
and explicitly repeats that we are 
not to swear by any oath at all. 

Now since I sinned in that mat- 
ter and should never have taken 
the oath, how can I please God if 
I keep them? How can I honestly 
“always hail’ the things which I 
now know are a sin? 

2. Second, I hold those oaths not 
binding on me, because they were 
obtained under false pretenses, and 
under circumstances that would 
not be recognized as binding in any 
court of law or in any matter of 
business. The oath was given me 
without previous opportunity to 
study it. I was assured that in 
it there was nothing contrary to 
my duty to either God or man. 
Furthermore, the oath binds me 
blindly to things in the future 
about which I know nothing. And 
then I am told that these secrets 
so-called which I am to keep and 
always conceal, have never been 
written down, and that the only 
way to know them is through be- 
ing a member of the lodge. I find 
that that is not true. All the things 
which I have told publicly, I find 
have long been printed in books 
and scattered by the multiplied 
thousands. People can get them 
from the Ezra Cook Publishing 
Company or the National Christian 
Association at 850 W. Madison 
Street, Chicago, or elsewhere. Then 
the oaths were given under false 
pretenses in that I was promised 
rich and wonderful lessons not to 
be obtained anywhere else, and I 
find that that is not true. Par- 
ticularly the pretense of Masonry 
to be true to the Bible and to lead 
men to God is utterly false. And 
last of all, the pretense that Ma- 
sonry is so ancient that King Solo- 
mon was a Mason, that John the 
Baptist and some apostles were 
patrons of Masonry, etc., is blat- 
antly false as I know from many 
years’ study and as higher Masons 
themselves freely acknowledge. I 
say that an oath taken of an in- 
nocent young man such as I was, 
secured under false pretenses, is 
not binding, and I have a right to 
be free of it. Any court in the land 
would so hold on the evidence I 
could give, I am sure. 

3. The Bible expressly commands 
us to confess and forsake our sins. 
Proverbs 28:13 says: 

“He that covereth his sins 
shall not’ prosper: but whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them 
shall have mercy.” 


If I cover up the sin I committed 
by taking such blasphemous oaths 
and yoking with unbelievers, and 
letting my influence be used to 
keep thousands of people away 
from Christ by teaching them that 
all they need is the morality of 
Masonry, then I sin against God. 
That sin must be uncovered, the 
Bible says, and I should not only 
forsake the sins, but I should con- 
fess them. 

A similar passage, but more ex- 
plicit, one that definitely commands 
us to confess if we have sworn to 
do evil by an oath, is Leviticus 5: 
4 and 5. That scripture says: 
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“If a soul swear, pronounc- 
ing with his lips to do evil, or 
to do good, whatsoever it be 
that, a man shall pronounce 
with an oath, and it be hid 
from him; when he knoweth 
of it, then he shall be guilty 
in one of these. 

“And it shall be, when he 
shall be guilty in one of these 
things, that he shall confess 
that he hath sinned in that 
thing.” 

I took an oath which I later 
learned was to do evil, and then 
when I knew it was a sin, Il was 
guilty in God’s sight and He com- 
mands me to confess and uncover 
that sin which I committed. Cer- 
tainly that is authority enough for 
any Christian to forsake and to 
break the awful obligations which 
he had no right to take in the first 
place, and which if he keeps, is a 
daily sin. 

4. The fourth reason for expos- 
ing and renouncing the oath which 
I took, is that if I do not renounce 
it openly and expose it, then I 
will do harm to multitudes of peo- 
ple who look to me for leadership 
in spiritual matters. You got dis- 
gusted and quit Masonry, you say, 
and I am sure that you were hon. 
est in that. But you did not feel 
free to warn others about the 
deadliness of it. Thus your influ- 
ence has gone on with Masonry. 
I have talked to hundreds of Ma- 
sons who told me they did not need 
to be converted or born again, and 
if they lived up to their obliga- 
tions as Masons, they would be all 
right. That is the official teach- 
ing of Masonry as I know and can 
prove. Do you want to be to blame 
before God, for sinners being de- 
ceived and thinking they are all 
right without Christ, just so they 
are Masons? I do not want to be 
guilty of that. Under God I must 
tell people the truth and save them 
from sin, if possible. 

I think every Christian who has 
ever been led into a secret order 
ought not only to come out, but 
confess that he has sinned, and help 
to expose the sins of the order. I 
believe that is his plain duty to God 
and the people. I believe that if 
he does not do so, his influence is 
used for the devil instead of for 
God in that matter. 

o. The fifth reason I give for my 
exposure of some of the things I 
know about Masonry is that the 
very secrecy itself of the orders 
is a sin. The Lord Jesus said: 

“I spake openly to the world; 

I taught in the synagogue, 

and in the temple, whither the 

Jews always resort; and in 

secret have I said nothing”’ 

(John 18:20). 

The Bible commands us: 

“Be not ye therefore par- 
takers with them. 

“For ye were sometimes 
darkness, but now are ye light 
in the Lord: walk as children 
of light... 

“And have no _ fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of 
darkness, but rather reprove 
them” (Eph. 5:7, 8, 11). 

I could not keep my oath in the 
lodge to “ever conceal and never 
reveal” any of the arts, parts, 
points, etc., of Masonry without ac- 
tually lying. Unless you actually 
deceive people, you must break 
your vow, your blasphemous oath. 
But certainly it would be a sin 
for me to lie. If someone asks me 
if such and such was Masonic ob- 
ligation, and if I keep my oath I 
must deceive them about it. That, 
certainly, God does not want any 
Christian to do. 

6. The sixth and last reason why 
I believe that every Christian 
should renounce, confess and open- 
ly expose the wicked oaths that he 
took in the lodges is that already 
he has broken that oath if he does 
not protect any Masons who are 
criminals, if he does not violate 
his duty as an officer or judge or 
juryman, or even as a citizen, and 
if he does not bring bloody ven- 
geance on the head of seceding 
Masons; for these things he is 
sworn to do, If you do not prefer 
a Mason when you vote, other 
things being equal, you have al- 
ready broken your Masonic oath. 
If you do not help a Mason before 
you do a Christian who is not a 
Mason, you have already broken 
your Masonic oath. I say, the oath 
ought to be broken because it is the 
kind of an oath that no one can 
keep and be a good Christian. 

These are some of the reasons 
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that have compelled me as an hon- 
est, God-fearing preacher, to ex- 
pose the wickedness of the lodges. 

For this reason I have written a 
booklet of 112 pages and eight 
chapters on “The Lodges Examined 
By the Bible.” It will be off the 
press May 23rd, God willing. It is 
nicely printed, with good paper, 
and a nice colored paper cover. It 
sells for 35c a copy. I believe it is 
my earnest duty to spread every- 
where this exposure of sin in the 
lodges, and particularly to show 
how Christians are commanded to 
“come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing, and 
I will receive you, And will be a 
Father unto you, and ye shall be 


jmy sons and daughters, saith the 


Lord Almighty” (II Cor. 6:17, 18). 

I thank you for writing and I 
pray that God will richly bless you. 
May He give you joy in your heart 
over the useful life you have lived, 
and over the wonderful Saviour you 
will see and all of us who are 
saved, God willing, before very 
long. 

I want you to remember-.me 
when you pray, that Goa will give 
me power to win souls, and grace 
to do right in spite of friends or 
foes, so I may be true to God, 

There are many who do not like 
my plain preaching: I have suf- 
fered the loss of friends, have been 
slandered and abused and hated 
because of my strong convictions. 
It costs something to serve the 
Lord Jesus Christ if we do it ‘faith- 
fully. But I trust I can say with 
the apostle Paul, “But none of 
these things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myself, 
so that I might finish my course 
with joy, and the ministry, which 
I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace 
of God” (Acts 20:24). 

In the Saviour’s dear name, 

Your brother, 


John R. Rice 
sania iiedageibi 


Blessed is he whose faith is not 
offended, 
When all around his way 
The power of God is working out 
deliverance 
For others day by day; 


Though in some prison drear his 
own soul languish, 
Till life itself be spent, 
Yet still can trust his Father's 
love and purpose, 
And rest therein content. 


Blessed is he, who through long 
years of suffering, 
Cut off from active toil, 
Still shares by prayer and praise 
the work of others, 
And thus “divides the spoil.” 


Blessed are thou, O child of God, 
who sufferest, 
And caist not understand 


The reason for thy pain, yet glad-' 
] 


leavest 
Thy life in His lest hand. 


Yea, blessed art thou whose faith 
is “not offended” 
By trials unexplained, 
By ahd: eo unsolved, past under- 


standing, 
Until the goal is gained. 
— Freda Hansbury Allen. 
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DEATH, JUDGMENT, AND SALVATION 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


ready; whether you are prepared 
or not prepared. Many of you who 
hear me this morning will have 
“1940” on your tombstone. 


"After That the Judgment" 


Men who haven’t prepared to 
die are not fit to live. “It is ap- 
pointed unto men once to die,” the 
Scripture said. It is appointed, and 
after that the judgment. Now 
death may not be so bad, a clos- 
ing of the eyes and a sigh and a 
tired heart stops beating. Or may- 
be there is a sudden plunge and 
screaming of brakes and a crash 
of glass and the lights are out, 
and maybe the head will be 
crushed, and you never know 
much about it. Death may not be 
so bad, but, my friends, listen — 
there is something beyond death. 
Man is not a brute, man is not just 
a beast, man is more than that. 
Man is a living soul. Man is made 
in the image of God, and he must 
give an account to God. “It is ap- 
pointed unto men once to die, and 
after that the judgment,” says the 
Scripture. It is appointed to men 
to die, but death is not the worst 
of it. 


I come from the Southwest — in 
the early days out in New Mexico 
there was a peace officer, an offi- 
cer of the law, who many times 
went single-handed back into the 
mountains to capture some des- 
perado, some criminal who had es- 
caped from the law and was hiding 
out in the mountains. And this 
New Mexico sheriff went out again 
and again and brought back his 
man. This man had more than one 
notch on his gun. He had risked 
his life many, many times in his 
duty of enforcing the law in that 
wild area in the Southwest. But 
he lay dying, and he called for a 
preacher friend, and he said, “Mr. 
Sparks, you know I am not afraid 
to die. I have faced death lots of 
time, preacher.” 


“Yes, I know you are a brave 
man, and I suppose you are not 
afraid to die.” 


“No, I am not afraid to die. I 
have faced death lots of times, but, 
oh,” he said, “preacher,”’ and the 
sweat broke out on his face as he 
said, ‘“‘Preacher, it is the thing be- 
yond death that I am afraid of. It 
is what is on the other side of 
death,” 


It is appointed unto men once to 
die, and after death there is a judg- 
ment. 

I will tell you what it is that 
makes death bad. It is just this: 
that man is a sinner, and man 
knows in his heart of hearts that 
he must face an angry God. He 
knows that he must face his own 
record. Man must come to this, so 
says the Scripture. There is a 
judgment. There is a judgment of 
sins after death. You know it is a 
terrible thing, but did you think 
you were getting by with sin? You 
are not; “Be not deceived, God is 
not mocked, for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” 
(Gal. 6:7). Did you think you were 
getting by when you ignored God 
and turned down His Word and 
turned away from the Holy Spirit, 
when you had no time to pray and 
no time for the Bible and no heart 
to repent? This Name — sure, you 
take the name of Jesus Christ. But 
you do it in blasphemy and not in 
reverence and not in prayer and 
love. Did you think you were get- 
ting by? Listen, my friend, God 
said, “For the wages of sin is 
death” (Rom. 6:23), and “The way 
of transgressors is hard” (Prov. 
13:15), and “The soul that sinneth 
it shall die” (Ezek. 18:4), and “It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God’”’ (Heb. 10: 
31). And so after death there is a 
judgment, a judgment on sin. 

I wonder what you are going to 
do when you face God? You are 
afraid to face some of the pains, 
the pains of the physical discom- 
forts of death, but what will you 
do when you are dragged out of 
Hell to face Jesus Christ on the 
throne? What will you do when 
you are brought face to face with 
your record when God’s record 
books are opened? What will you do 
when your past, a!l your sins, your 
secret sins as well as your public 
sins, all the sins of the heart as 
well as the outward life, are 
brought out in open public and that 
which was whispered in the corner 
is shouted from the housetop? You 
sowed to the wind and you will 
reap the whirlwind. What will you 
do when you face the judgment of 


Almighty God? “It is appointed 
unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment.” 


You may think this is foolish- 
ness,-but you are not very bright if 
you do. Some people may laugh and 
scoff but they are not very intelli- 
gent, for if any one thing is set- 
tled, it is that men must die. 


Somebody says, “As sure as 
death and taxes.” Taxes.are not as 
sure as death, and if any one thing 
is settled, you are going to meet 
God. “It is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the 
judgment.” 


Christ Offered to Bear Our Sins 


But what else? ‘So Christ,’’ the 
Scripture said, “was once offered 
to bear the sins of many; and unto 
them that look for him shall he 
appear the second time without sin 
unto salvation.” Oh, I tell you, this 
is a rescue worthwhile. The Lord 
Jesus came and died to save sin- 
ners. 


I know a lot of good things about 
the dear Saviour. I would like to 
have seen Him when He went 
among the children and called 
them to Him and blessed them, 
wouldn’t you? I would like to have 
seen Him when He stood in His 
majesty and drove the violaters 
from the temple. I think of this 
dear Saviour who was pre-existent 
with the Father, who created the 
worlds through His Word, and 
when He said, “‘Let there be light” 
and there was light. “The heavens 
declared the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handiwork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night sheweth knowl- 
edge. There is no speech nor lan- 
guage where their voice is not 
heard. Their line is gone out 
through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world. In 
them-hath he set a tabernacle for 
the sun” (Psa. 19:1-4). I know a 
lot of good things about the Lord 
Jesus, His beauty, His holiness, His 
righteousness, His power, His 
majesty, but there is nothing that 
appeals to my heart about Him 
like this. Oh, He loves sinners! I 
do not. know why; I cannot under- 
stand how; but, thank God, He 
loves sinners,.and Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many. 
I know we are sinners, don’t you? 
Doesn’t your conscience tell you 
what the Bible tells you, that all 
have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God? Doesn’t your own 
heart condemn you? and say’ you 
have got to meet God and you must 
have forgiveness or you will never 
meet God in peace? Well, Christ 
‘has died for sinners. Yes; He died 
for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and was buried and rose 
again the third day, according to 
the Seriptures (I Cor. 15:3, 4). 


Sin is a fact. Its evidence man 
can never escape. You can’t drive 
down the street but what you pass 
a funeral parlor or a jail or a 
police station or a hospital. All 
these are but the results of sin. 
Sin brings disease and separation 
and death and the hard road again 
and again and again. Sin brings 
all the heartbreak and sorrow, and 
we must face it. Sin is the thing 
that causes the trouble in the next 
world, too. It is sin that damns 
souls hereafter, and that now 
blights homes and now breaks mar- 
riages and now curses boys and 
girls and now breaks hearts. Oh, 
sin! And in the next life, too, it is 
the same thing. It damns souls and 
leads away from God forever, and 
separation from our loved ones. 
There must be Somebody to settle 
the sin question. Then Christ Je- 
sus died for our sins, so if you 
look to Jesus and trust Him, then 
He is going to come one of these 
days and receive you, with your 
sins all settled and washed away 
and forgiven. 


Christ died for our sins. Will 
you look to Him and trust Him to- 
day? He died for you. “For God 
so loved the. world that He gave 
His only begotten Son that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not 
perish but have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). 

God loves you. Isn’t that sweet? 
And Christ died for you. And your 
sins are all paid for. So if you will 
take Jesus, you can have the Son 
instead of sin. And the Son takes 
the place of all the sins, and your 
sins are blotted out and forgiven. 

“Come now, and let us rea- 
son together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, 


they shall be as white as snow; 
'  . (CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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CHRISTIAN BOOKS 
YOU NEED 


Order your books from us. Besides our good stock, we can get 
at once any sound Christian book in print by standard publish- 
ers. Remember, this is a missionary enterprise and profits, if 
any, go to help spread the gospel through The Sword of the Lord. 


The Theory of EVOLUTION and the 
FACTS OF SCIENCE 


By Dr. Harry Rimmer 


Here is dynamite for the high school or college student with an 
infidel professor who believes in the unscientific guesses of evvo- 
lution. Rimmer is a doctor of science, well-trained, working, in- 
vestigating scientist; president of the Science Research Bureau; 
probably the best equipped man of God to expose the folly of 
evolution claims from the scientific viewpoint. With authoritative 
facts, convincing logic and penetrating satire, Dr. Rimmer gives 
scientific evidence in four great divisions: 


I. The Facts of Biology and the Theories of Evolution. 

II. Embryology and the Recapitulation Theory. 

lil. The Theories of Evolution and the Facts of Paleontology. 

IV. The Theories of Evolution and the Facts of Human An- 

tiquity. 

Every high school and college student, every Sunday school 
teacher, and every preacher needs this book. The editor was 
greatly helped by it and has used it with profit. The editor’s 
daughter in high school biology classes found it indispensable. 

Dr. Rimmer is now giving a remarkable series of articles in 
The Sunday School Times on scientific accuracies of the Bible. 
The editor guarantees your money back if you do not find this 
book remarkably helpful and delightfully interesting. 1 
155 pages, cloth bound, colored jacket. Price, outa -00 


Unveiling the Future 


Twelve prophetic messages compiled and edited by T. Richard 
Dunham, D.D. Note the following twelve articles by some of 
America’s greatest Bible teachers: 

THE ULTIMATE TRIUMPH OF JESUS CHRIST 
By Harry Rimmer, D.D. 
THE MORNING STAR — (The Rapture) 
By Arno C. Gaebelein, D.D. 
PROPHECY AND PRESENT PROBLEMS 
By William B. Riley, D.D. 
WHY SHOULD WE BELIEVE IN THE SECOND COMING? 
By Chas. G. Trumbull, Litt.D. 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, THE MEANING, 
PERIOD, AND ORDER OF EVENTS 
By James M. Gray, D.D. 
THE PRACTICAL ASPECT OF THE BLESSED HOPE 
By Rev. Keith L. Brooks 
THE RETURN OF THE JEWS — ISRAEL’S REGATHERING 
By L. Sale-Harrison, B.D., Th.M. 
WHEN GOD LAUGHS 
By Donald Grey Barnhouse, D.D. 
ANTICHRIST AT WORK 
By Roy T. Brumbaugh, D.D. 
NEARING ARMAGEDDON — THE COMING WAR 
By Arthur 1. Brown, M.D. 
GOD’S PLAN OF THE AGES 
By Wm. L. Pettingill, D.D. 
THE FALLACY OF THE GENERAL JUDGMENT THEORY 
By T. Richard Dunham, D.D. 

We heartily commend this book, sure to inform, inspire and 
arouse. 165 pages, colored jacket, cloth bound. 1 
ON SURED lnc he a ot Lil ediesntinnsnssunceipall 5 .00 


Goforth of China 
By Rosalind Goforth 


A vivid and colorful biography of this great missionary to 
China, written by his wife. You read his articles in The Sunday 
School Times and other leading publications. He was a whole- 
hearted and inspiring example, one of the truly great missionaries 
of the age. This biography has already blessed many hearts. 
It is a great big book, 364 pages, 27 chapters, 7 full-page il- 
lustrations, introduction by Dr. Charles G. Trumbull. Very at- 
tractive gift book, guaranteed to please or your money 
Ue VE EUR) DOME GI ooo ainn ince sctccocseccpecerseses $2.00 


How I Know God Answers Prayer 
By Rosalind Goforth 


Mrs. Goforth gives here detailed answers to prayer during 
nearly forty years with her husband as a missionary in China, 
tells of their great deliverance from the Boxers. Ten chapters 
of personal testimony that will hearten Christians to pray and 
make God real. 

142 pages, cloth bound, postpaid 


Paper cover, postpaid 


Into the Clouds 
By Dr. Arthur |. Brown, M.D., F.R.C.S.E. 


This book is about the coming rapture of Christians who will 
be caught up to meet Christ in the air when Jesus comes. We 
believe this is the most interesting and readable of recent books 
giving more material on the signs of the second coming of Christ 
than anything else we recall. It is thrilling and matches world 
events with words of the Bible. Has gone rapidly into the third 
printing, with 13,000 copies. 
pages, cloth bound, colored jacket. Price, postpaid, 
only 


$1.00 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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saint which has been buried in all 
the world’s history, Old Testament 
Christians and New Testament 
Christians. Then every living 
Christian will be changed and 
caught up to meet Christ with 
those who have been dead. Not a 
single born-again person will be 
left on the earth. 

Others will be converted later, 
the Scripture makes clear, but 
Christ will take all of His own 
when He comes for His bride. 

3. Since the rapture is a part 
of salvation, and since salvation is 
wholly of grace and not of works, 
then Christ would have to take all 
the redeemed ones with Him when 
He comes, This teaching is very 
forcibly shown in the eighth chap- 
ter of Romans; verse 23 says: 


“And not only they, but our- 
selves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within our- 
selves, waiting for the adop- 
tion, to wit, the redemption of 
our body.” 

We who are saved, that scrip- 
ture says, have “the first-fruits of 
the Spirit.” That is, we have new 
hearts, we are partakers of the di- 
vine nature, and we are born of 
the Spirit. But it is true about 
Christians that we still have the 
old carnal nature also which goes 
with our bodies and that has not 
yet been redeemed or changed. The 
verse says that we are “waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the re- 
demption of our body.” The body 
of a Christian has not yet been 
adopted into the family of God or 
redeemed wholly from sin. Every 
Christian has a body still under 
the curse of sin and therefore a 
sick and dying body. Our eyes 
grow dim, our hair turns gray or 
falls out, our teeth decay, and if 
Jesus tarries and we are left here 
long, all of us would die. The body 
has not yet been changed like the 
heart has been changed when we 
were born again. So real Christians 
recognizing this sinful body and 
the sinful nature of the body 
“groan within ourselves, waiting 
for the adoption, to wit, the re- 
demption of our body.” Every per- 
son who is saved is certain to have 
a saved body also. That is part of 
God’s plan as we are told later in 
the same chapter. Verses 29, 30 
say: 

“For whom he did foreknow, 
he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the first- 
born among many brethren, 

‘“Moreover whom he did pre- 
destinate, them he also called: 
and whom he called, them he 
also justified: and whom he 
justified, them he also glori- 
fied” (Rom, 8:29, 30). 

You see that it is God’s promise 
that every one whom He knew 
ahead of time would trust in Him 
will be predestined to be conformed 
and made into the image of Jesus 
Christ, perfect and Holy in Heaven. 
So He can say that every one that 
He has called to be saved, “then 
he also justified; and whom he jus- 


tified, them he also glorified.”’” We 


a 


have justification now. Romans ‘3: 
24 says that we are “justified free- 
ly by his grace through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus.” 
All who trust in Christ for salva- 
tion are already counted just, that 
is, justified and counted righteous 
in Heaven. And every one that God 
has justified, He is determined to 
glorify. This will take place at 
the coming of Christ when the body 
is raised and we are given glori- 
fied bodies and all the taint of sin 
is removed. 

Since salvation is of grace and 
undeserved, since it is never be- 
cause of our good works, then God 
would have to complete the salva- 
tion of all who trusted Him, on 
the same basis. You can see that 
Christ has already paid for the re- 
demption of our bodies, which we 
have not yet received, just as He 
paid on the cross for the redemp- 
tion of our souls, which we have 
already received. Salvation is un- 
merited, undeserved, and is given 
by the free grace of God to those 
who trust Christ. Thus all that He 
justifies He must glorify, too. So 
all who are saved must be caught 
up to meet Christ when He comes. 

4. A passage sometimes mis- 
understood concerning the rapture 
is the parable of the ten virgins 
told in Matthew 25:1-13. Some 
people think that the foolish vir- 
ings represent saved people who 
were not sanctified, that is, were 
not made sinless and perfect, and 
that when Jesus comes all such 
Christians who are not wholly 
cleansed from sin will be left be- 
hind. But that is not the meaning 
of the parable at all. The oil rep- 
resents the Holy Spirit. But the 
principal work of the Holy Spirit 
is salvation. All who are saved are 
“born of the Spirit” (John 3:5). 
The Holy Spirit is the firstfruits 
of salvation, and He comes in to 
change the heart and to abide in 
the body of every Christian. The 
foolish virgins represent people 
who have never had the Holy Spirit 
come in to make them new-born 
souls. They are not Christians, 
have never been converted. They 
have never been given a new heart. 
All church members and lodge 
nembers and so-called moral people 
who have not truly been born again 
will be left behind -when Jesus 
comes. That is the meaning of the 
parable of the ten virgins. 

The only reason anybody ever 
supposed the foolish virgins repre- 
sent saved people who will be left 
behind when Jesus comes, is that 
they thought the word virgin must 
picture a Christian person. But the 
Bible never uses the term virgin 
to mean Christian. God never 
used that term in a figurative sense 
in the Bible, as far as we know. 
The word virgin is carefully used 
to mean a literal virgin. In other 
words, those virgins were simply 
bridesmaids. We use the term 
bridesmaid, but we never mean 
Christian by the term maid, and 
Jesus did not mean it either by 
the similar term, virgin. 

When Jesus comes after His 
bride, the church, He will not come 
after a mutilated bride, but one 


Gentiles, young and old.” 


and win. 


Valet. 


R. Scarborough, D.D. 
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God’s Answer to Man’s Sin 
By Hyman Appelman, author of "Ye Must Be Born Again’ 


A series of evangelistic and revival sermons that “the Lord 
has used in the salvation of tens of thousands of souls, Jews and 
This earnest Jew is a Texas Baptist 
evangelist, heard by thousands at the last Moody’s Founders 
Week Conference in Chicago. These sermons will stir and bless 
148 pages, cloth bound, colored jacket. 

Price, postpaid, only...................... 
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Inspiration of the Bible 
By B. H. Carroll, D.D., LL.D. 


Founder and first president of Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, with introduction by George W. Truett, D.D., and L, 


This is, we believe, the best modern book on the inspiration 


Eleven remarkable chapters, 220. 


of the Bible, with compelling logic and Bible teaching. This 
great theologian, in simple language, proves the verbal inspira- 
tion of the Bible, clears difficulties, answers questions. Once an 
infidel, Dr. Carroll became the most famous Southern Baptist 
preacher and theologian of his day. The scholarship of the book 
is beyond question. The book every preacher ought to hav 
every theological student, every Bible teacher. A book tor fe 
mediate reading and permanent library reference. Money back 
guarantee. 122 pages, cloth bound, published by . 
Revell. Price, postpaid.................. 
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Will All Converted People Be Taken Up? 


perfect and without spot or 
blemish. It will not be a “rupture,” 
but a “rapture.” When He comes 
for His body, He will not seize an 
arm and a leg and leave the rest 
of His body here. And all Chris- 
tians, according to the Scriptures, 
are members of His body (I Cor. 
12:12-14). 

It is hard for people to leave 
off the idea of getting to Heaven 
by their good works. Cain tried 
that, and the poor Pharisee who 
prayed in the temple, described by 
Jesus in Luke, chapter 18, tried it, 
and self-righteous people down 
through the years insist on trying 
to get to Heaven by their good 
deeds and take the glory them- 
selves instead of giving it to Jesus 
Christ. But salvation, from start 
to finish, is by grace, and is given 
free to all who trust Jesus Christ 
who died for sinners. 

Yes, you may be assured that all 
who have trusted Christ to save 
them, will be caught up to meet 
Christ in the air. The Christ who 
Saves by grace, also keeps us by 
grace. And the same Christ who 
saves and keeps poor Hell-deserv- 
ing sinners, by His grace, will take 
us up to Heaven, when He comes, 
the same way, by His infinite 


grace. 
In the Saviour’s name, 
Yours, 
JRR:lb John R. Rice 
~~) ——— 


Unanswered yet the prayer your 
lips have pleaded 
In agony of heart these many 
years? 
Does faith begin to fail? Is hope 
departing ? 
And think you all in vain those 
falling tears? 
Say not the Father hath not heard 
your prayer; 
You shall have your desire some- 
time, somewhere. 


Unanswered yet? Nay do not say 
ungranted; 
Perhaps your work 
wholly done. 
The work began when first your 
prayer was uttered, 
And God will finish what He has 
begun. 
If you will keep the incense burn- 
ing there, 
His glory you shall see some- 
time, somewhere. 


Unanswered yet? Faith cannot be 
unanswered, 
Her feet are firmly planted on 
the Rock; 
Amid the wildest storms she stands 
undaunted, 
Nor quails before the loudest 
thunder shock. 
She knows Omnipotence has heard 
her prayer, 
And cries, “It shall be done’’— 
sometime, somewhere. 
— Miss Ophelia G. Browning. 
-—-O 


Death, Judgment, 
And Salvation 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 

though they be red like crim- 

son, they shall be as wool” 

(Isa. 1:18). 

Look to Jesus today Who died 
for our sins according to the scrip- 


is not yet 


afraid of death or the judgment 
that follows. 

If you will today confess your- 
self a sinner and trust Christ with 
all your heart to be your Saviour, 
will you not tell me so? Please 
write me and say so, or sign the 
decision slip below and mail it to 
me. Then tell your loved ones, join 
in with God’s people openly, and 
live for Him, 

a % % 
Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
The Sword of the Lord 
512 W. Franklin St. 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

After reading your sermon, 
“Death, Judgment and Salvation” 
in The Sword of the Lord, I know 
I am appointed to die, like others, 
and as a sinner I must come to 
judgment unless I get forgiveness. 
As earnestly as I know how, I re- 
pent of my sins today and right 
now I trust Jesus Christ to forgive 
me and receive me and save me. 
I depend upon His blood shed for 
sinners and claim His mercy, and 
give Him my heart. I mean this to 
be an open acceptance and confes- 
sion of Him as my Saviour, and 


for Him. 


orion Sn aad 


tures, and you need not then be > 


by His help I start today to live 
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God’s Simple Plan 
Of Salvation 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


Yes, my friend, but it is true. But 
God -loved you so much that HE 
GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN 
SON, Jesus Christ, as your SUB- 
STITUTE, who bore your sin, and 
died in YOUR place. 
“He hath made HIM (Jesus) 
to be SIN for US, who knew 
no sin, that WE might BE 
MADE the RIGHTEOUSNESS 
of God in HIM” (II Cor. 5:21). 


“Who His OWNSELF bare 
OUR sins in HIS own body on 
the tree, that WE, being dead 
to sins, should live unto right- 
eousness: by whose stripes 
ob ARE HEALED” (I Peter 
2:24). 


Now we cannot understand how 
our sin was laid upon Jesus, but 
God says in HIS WORD that it 
was. SO YOUR SIN, my friend, 
was laid UPON JESUS and HE 
DIED IN YOUR PLACE, It is 
true. God cannot lie. 


The Philippian jailor asked Paul 
and Silas: What must I DO to be 
SAVED? 


“And they said, BELIEVE 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
THOU SHALT BE SAVED, 
and thy house” (Acts 16:31). 
Simply believe on Him as the one 

who bore YOUR SIN and DIED in 
= PLACE. Now call upon 
IM. 


“For WHOSOEVER #§s shall 
call upon the name of the Lord, 
SHALL BE SAVED” (Rom. 
10:13). 


The first prayer for a SINNER 
to pray is given in Luke 18:13: 
“God be merciful TO ME A SIN- 
NER.” Now you are a sinner, and 
surely you are sorry because of it. 
Right NOW, wherever you are, 
lift your heart to God in prayer. It 
does not take a long, loud prayer, 
for God is ANXIOUS to save you. 
Just say, “Oh, God, I am a sinner 
and lam sorry. Have MERCY up- 
on me, and SAVE me for Jesus’ 
sake.” Now just take HIM at His 
Word. 


“For WHOSOEVER (that 
includes YOU) shall call upon 
the name of the Lord, SHALL 
BE SAVED” (Rom. 10:13). 


SHALL BE, not might or can, 
but SHALL BE SAVED. Just take 
God at His WORD. When you 
have done what He asked, CLAIM 


The best gift for some- 
one you know is The 
Sword of the Lord — 
$1.00 a year; 3 years 
for $2.00. 


SALVATION BY FAITH, accord- 
ing to HIS WORD. BELIEVE 
AND THOU SHALT BE SAVED. 
No church, no lodge, no good 
works, NO ONE BUT JESUS 
ONLY CAN SAVE YOU! 


The simple plan of salvation is: 
YOU ARE A SINNER; because 
you are a sinner you MUST DIE 
or else believe on Christ who was 
YOUR SUBSTITUTE and died in 
YOUR PLACE. Just call upon 
HIM, REALIZING you are a sin- 
ner and ask Him to have mercy 
upon you and save you for JE- 
SUS’ SAKE. Then just take HIM 
AT HIS WORD and BY FAITH 
CLAIM SALVATION. You say, 
“Surely that is not all that is nec- 
essary to do to be saved.” Yes, it 
is absolutely all. Thank God, many 
have been won to Christ by this 
simple plan. It is SCRIPTURAL. 
IT IS GOD’S PLAN. My friend, 
BELIEVE IT AND FOLLOW IT 
TODAY. Now is the time — to- 
day is the day. 


“Behold, NOW is the accept- 
ed time; behold, NOW is the 
day of salvation” (II Cor. 6: 
2). 

“Boast not thyself of tomor- 
row; for thou knowest not 
what a day may bring forth” 
(Prov. 27:1). 


If it is not perfectly clear, READ 
IT OVER and OVER until you 
understand it. Do not lay this tract 
down until you do. YOUR SOUL 
is worth more than all the world. 


“For what shall it profit a 
man if he shall gain the whole 
world and lose HIS OWN 
SOUL? Or what shall a man 
give in exchange for his soul?” 
(Mark 8:36, 37). 


BE SURE YOU ARE SAVED. 
YOU NEED SALVATION ABOVE 
EVERYTHING ELSE. IF YOU 
LOSE YOUR SOUL YOU MISS 
HEAVEN AND LOSE ALL. GOD 
HELP YOU TO BE SAVED TO- 
DAY. 


He will save you and also KEEP 
YOU, 


“There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is com- 
mon to man: but God is faith- 
ful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are 
able, but will with every temp- 
tation also make a way to 
escape, that ye may be able to 
bear it” (I Cor. 10:13). 


DO NOT trust your feelings. 
They change. STAND on GOD'S 
PROMISES. They NEVER change. 


AFTER YOU ARE SAVED 
THERE ARE THREE THINGS TO 
PRACTICE DAILY FOR SPIRIT- 
UAL GROWTH: 


PRAY — You talk to God. 
READ YOUR BIBLE — God 
talks to you. 
WITNESS — You talk for God. 
‘Whosoever therefore shall 
confess me before men, him 
will I confess before my Fa- 
ther .which is in Heaven” 
(Matt. 10:32). 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


How Liberal Is God! 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


Psalm, and we see another evi- 
dence of God’s liberality. David 
said, ““My cup runneth over. It is 
not only full, not only sufficient 
to quench my thirst, but it is run- 
ning over,” giving again evidence 
of God’s wonderful liberality, able 
to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that he asked or thought. 


And his great ancestress, Ruth, 
you remember the story in the 
book of Ruth. You remember how 
when she sat down among the 
reapers and Boaz reached her 
parched corn. We read she was 
sufficed and left. The way it reads 
in English, we almost imagine that 
when she got enough that she quit 
the place. But it really reads that 
she ate and was refreshed and had 
something left over. It was this 
reserve, this surplus, she took back 
with her when she went back to 
her mother-in-law as evidence of 
the liberality of the one at whose 
table she had been sitting that day. 


Another instance was in the 
days after the captivity when the 
remnant had gone back from their 
land of captivity and were now ex- 
horted to eat the fat and drink 
the sweet, and what else? And 
send portions unto those for whom 
nothing is prepared. Friends, I am 
amply impressed with the liber- 
ality of God all along the way. 


I take the book of Jonah as an- 
other example of the same. “Yet 
forty days and Nineveh shall be 
destroyed,” was the message that 
Jonah proclaimed upon the streets 
of Nineveh. What does God do? 
God saved that great city because 
the king and nobles and people got 
down in sackcloth and ashes, and 
God justifies His acts when He 
says, “Should not I spare Nineveh, 
that great city wherein are more 
than sixscore thousand persons 
that cannot discern between their 
right hand and their left hand, and 
also much cattle?” “Am I not ex- 
actly the kind of God you say I 
am?” Yes. 


Then come to the New Testa- 
ment with the Lord Jesus Christ 
feeding the multitudes after hav- 
ing blessed the few loaves and 
fishes. You must again be im- 
pressed with His liberality, because 
there was not only enough to feed 
those multitudes, but as you and I 
know, on both occasions there were 
basketfuls left for those who 
served. 


Yes, and there is a very touch- 
ing instance of our Lord’s liberality 
in a passage in Mark’s gospel. If 
you would like to turn to that, 
since we are talking about it, and 
probably it is not so familiar, it is 
in the tenth chapter in Mark’s gos- 
pel. A lovely little touch there that 
I like to call attention to. Mark 
10:13-16: “And they brought 
young children to him, that he 
should touch them; and his dis- 
ciples rebuked those that brought 
them. But when Jesus saw it, he 
was much displeased, and said un- 
to them, Suffer the little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of such is the kingdom of 
God. Verily I say unto you, Who- 
soever shall not receive the king- 
dom of God as a little child, he 
Shall not enter therein. And he 
took them up in his arms, put his 
hands upon them, and blessed 
them.” He took them up in His 
arms. Oh, that is something more 
than a touch. He embraced these 
children and put His hands upon 
them, and so how much more lib- 
eral He was, He blessed them. 

This liberality of our Lord goes 
all through the Scriptures. We see 
this thing illustrated here and 
there. I will give you just one more 
instance before I stop. The case of 
the Philippian jailor, we all remem- 
ber that. You remember the joilor’s 
question when he discovered the 
deep and dire need in which he 
was. It was just “What must I 
do to be saved?” He had just been 
saved from suicide.. You remember 
when he saw the prisoners free, he 
was about to kill himself when 
Paul cried, ‘‘Do thyself no harm, 
for we are all here.’’ And then he 
Sprang in trembling and said 
“Sirs, what must I do to 
saved?” So this jailor wasn’t 
thinking about anybody else but 
himself when he said, ‘‘What must 
I do to be saved?” You know, so 
very frequently when we reply we 
stop just where we believe he 
stopped, at must things. We stop 
by saying, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved.” But our liberal God has 


gone further than that. He Bays, | 


= 
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“And thy house.” Yes, just as He 
provides back yonder in that ark 
plenty of room for Noah and his 
house, just as in the paschal lamb 
there was plenty not only for the 
household but for the neighbors as 
well, so now in the case of this 
Philippian jailor prophesied as he 
gave answer to his question, “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house.’ Now the reason I speak 
of this in closing is because so 
frequently when one goes to prayer 
meeting one finds burdens upon the 
hearts of men and women for un- 
saved loved ones. I am speaking 
this by way of encouragement, that 
I have had many answers to 
prayer when God saved some of 
my relatives that I least expected 
to be saved, but I am praying still 
for others, and I am inclined to be- 
lieve God will save because He 
said, “And thy house.” 


I had a wonderful illustration of 
this in the home life of my dear 
father and mother. There were ten 
of us children and all are living 
today. Thinking back on my earli- 
est childhood, I used to hear father 
praying in family worship asking 
God to save the souls of his chil- 
dren. He lived to see every one of 
the ten confess the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his or her personal Sav- 
iour. Not only that, but he prayed 
that when these children might 
take life partners they might also 
marry Christians. Nine are mar- 
ried and married to Christian men 
and women. He not only prayed 
for that, but prayed that his 
grandchildren might know the 
Lord. And it is marvelous now to 
see the children’s children coming. 

Let me give this out of my per- 
sonal experience as a stimulation 
to you as you go to pray to our 
great liberal God. We never ques- 
tion His glory, His power, His wis- 
dom, never, but God forbid, we 
question His liberality. This morn- 
ing let’s expect great things from 
God, ask great things this morn- 
ing, because He is able to do ex- 
ceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think. No wonder the 
apostle says, “Unto him be glory 
in the church throughout all ages, 
world without end. Amen.” 


Editor To Be At 
Bloomington, Illinois, 
June 2 to 16 


Rev. R. J. Zehr has long main- 
tained God’s Half Hour on radio 
WJBC at Bloomington, Illinois, On 
June 2nd he will preside at the 
annual radio rally at his church 


‘near Bloomington, and this editor 


will be the special speaker in three 
services that day. Then the next 
two weeks, beginning Tuesday 
night, June 4th, the editor begins 
a two weeks revival campaign in 
Bloomington at the Majestic the- 
atre building, under the combined 
auspices of pastor Zehr, God’s Half 
Hour radio program, a large wom- 
en’s Bible class composed of the 
fundamental and active Christians 
in the principal churches, and 
some business men who will help 
in the heavy expenses of the the- 
atre rental. 


The women’s Bible class has a 
two days Bible conference every 
month. 


Thus the revival will be spon- 
sored by some of the most useful 
of God’s saints, and we look for- 
ward happily to a blessed outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, resulting in 
the glorious conversion to Christ of 
many sinners and the blessing of 
many saints. 


Those who live within reach of 
radio WJBC, Bloomington, are in- 
vited to listen in at the daily pro- 
grams of God’s Half Hour at 1:30 
to 2:00 daily and from 8:30 to 9:00 
Sundays during this campaign, to 
hear this editor and the other times 
to hear our Brother Zehr who for 
nearly five years has carried on 
this blessed work. We believe that 
hundreds who live within driving 
distance of Bloomington will at- 
tend these services in person. And 
all the readers of The Sword of 
the Lord hungry for revivals are 
invited to pray and thus join us in 
the burden of winning souls and 
later join in the rejoicing and 
praises to God. 
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